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Just off the PRESS 


A New Book By 
GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI 

entitled 

"Chess Chats'* 

Containing chess games, 
stories, anecdotes, photos, arti¬ 
cles, rules, cartoons and les¬ 
sons presented in the Kolta- 
nowski manner. 


THIS BOOK 

Makes a Wonderful 

Present. 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

Autographed Copies are 

$1.00 each 

Postpaid 


Send for your copies 
to the 

PRESS DEMOCRAT 
PRINTING CO. 

427 Mendocino Ave. , 
Santa Rosa, Calif. 


Better hurry and get your orders in 
right away. After March 1st, 1950, 
the book will go on sale at $1.25. 
So write for your copies today. 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 

GREETINGS! 

NEVER A DULL MOMENT! 

Right after my record breaking exhibition 
in San Francisco, I left on a tour through 
California. I gave my exhibition in San 
Diego and later on my way to the station, 
I had the misfortune to be in a car smash 
up and was hospitalized in National City, 
where under the good care of Dr. Ernest 
Wagner, I was soon well enough to be flown 
back to Santa Rosa to be under the further 
good care of my wife, Leah. I can now sit 
up and work on the magazine again and 
am resting more comfortably. But, because 
of this indisposition and the resultant loss 
of time, many things I had hoped to bring 
in this issue, including the index, will have 
to wait for our next issue appearing in 
January 1950. In spite of all my miseries 
(in a time of glory), I want to thank many 
of our readers for their prompt subscription 
renewals to the magazine. I am most confi¬ 
dent that many more will do so right away. 
In the last few months, our number of sub¬ 
scribers has gone forward in leaps and 
bounds. A very good sign! Our next issue 
will carry a new title, which should keep 
the ball rolling faster and faster. We have 
quite a number of wonderful articles ready 
for forthcoming issues to delight students, 
beginners, problemists and lovers of the 
game. Here’s wishing all our readers the 
best holidav season ever. Renew your sub¬ 
scription today and give your friends a fine 
New Year’s present — CALIFORNIA 
CHESS NEWS. 

G. KOLTANOWSKI 


Letters to The Editor 


From: Chas. G. Schroeder, Garden Grove 
Dear George: 

There is an interesting article by a Mr. Wren on 
page 330 November 1949 issue of Chess Review 
that is right up your alley. Can it be that when a 
chessmaster has the temerity to break away from 
archaic and decadent ideas for the propagation of 
popular interest in chess by becoming a good will 
ambassador in the most modern and broadest sense 
of the term, that he is in danger of becoming a pariah 
among that select group known as chess masters? 
Is there a certain unwritten code of ethics from which 
he dare not depart? If not, then why the editorial 
frown with which the above mentioned article was 
introduced? 

To me, chess is an art. Multitudes of people enjoy 
art in one form or another even though few can ever 
hope to become artists. Chess Masters are artists 
and artists must live in one way or another like any 
other normal human being. An artist of beautiful 
paintings hopes to produce a masterpiece for which 
he will receive public acclaim and a just money consid¬ 
eration as a reward for his labor. A chess master 
shows his artistry by the beautful concepts in the 
games he plays, which if elegant enough are forever 
after treasured in imperishable records for all to see 
who delight in the art of chess. 


Like other folk, chess masters must live in one 
way or another. Some seem to survive by giving paid 
exhibition tours, lectures and writing chess books 
(heaven only knows how they exist), while others 
may publish a chess magazine and cater to the chess 
public’s desire for chess books and game equipment. 
Still others must give up part of their time to other 
pursuits in order to carry on. This may all be as 
it should be in the time honored way for furthering 
chess interest for those who are already chess minded, 
but does it really create a popular inquiry into and 
a desire to know something of chess in a fair share 
of our population? Definitely no! 

Then what better way than to use modern meth¬ 
ods of showmanship to acquaint the public with our 
wares and for a chessmaster to show he is a fellow 
human being, living like the rest of us, enjoying a 
joke, a good story, a good cigar, or a good anything 
else, the while we deeply appreciate his artistry, which 
even though we cannot hope to equal, we can try to 
emulate. 

A move in the right direction has been made by 
the author of "Chess Chats” and the editor of C.C.N. 
as proven by increasing popular interest in chess in 
California directly due and traceable to these sources. 
It is the modern way, the American way, the demo¬ 
cratic way! A popular poll would prove my stand, 
I feel quite sure, for what better way is there? 


From: Andy Buschine, San Jose 

"Another step forward for chess in San Jose, 
was accomplished by George Koltanowski when he 
directed the Peninsula Chess League tournament in 
the Civic Auditorium. Over 30 players participated. 
We all had lots of fun. We used the Swiss system and 
played six rounds. The winner was Burt Mueller of 
Campbell, a member of the San Jose Chess Club. Six 
straight wins! Nice going Burt. In my opinion the 
most outstanding points of Kolty’s work were the rules 
he set up at the beginning of the tournament, en¬ 
couraging all players to make not less than thirty 
moves an hour, this to avoid having too many games 
to adjudicate ...” 


Dear G. K.: 

Is it true, as I was told in the Club the other 
day, that the Chechoslovak master Opocensky has 
found a refutation of all Indian defenses, which I 
take to mean all lines, where Black replies to 1. P-Q4 
with N-KB3?? 

Reply: 

This rumor may be based on a somewhat sensa¬ 
tional article by Dr. Euwe, former World Champion. 
More about this in the January issue. 


Dear Mr. K.: 

Have you seen all those games (SICILIAN), 
which Rossolimo, the French master, won recently 
by playing B-QN5 on his third move, whether Black 
replied to 2. N-KB3 P-Q3 or 2. . . N-QB3 ? The 

Sicilian is my favorite defense and I would like 
very much to have your opinion. 

A. C. P. 

Due to lack of space, we shall reply to this 
query in a later issue. 


THE WINNER 


Two cronies, across their chess table, 
found out they would never be able 
to play a game so 
it would not be a draw, 

because they were both too capable. 

But one day old Pat had a vision 
of how to achieve a decision; 
when the game became close 
he just punched Bill’s nose, 

thus winning through strength and precision. 

—H. SULZER, 

Manila, Philippines 
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CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS 


The Theorists’ Corner 


(Editor's Note: This article, if our 
readers like it, should prove to be the 
beginning of a new series in CALI¬ 
FORNIA CHESS NEWS. Let us know 
your reaction to it.) 

GUEST THEORETICIAN: 


MILTON FINKELSTEIN 


Every chess writer, and indeed every chess 
player, develops a number of interesting 
ideas over the years. You like to think of 
them as new ideas, and even though you 
may later find them in one book or another 
you still consider them "yours.” I’ve had 
my full share of such theoretical tidbits, and 
only my own inadequacies have prohibited 
their full development. After all, a new chess 
idea calls for a great deal of effort before 
its true value can be demonstrated. Quite 
often' new ideas die at birth because of the 
lack of time or ability to test their validity. 

The analytical talents of any one player 
are necessarily limited. The very good players 
► hold on to their ideas until such time as 
they can be sprung in tournament play. The 
weak players just give up too easily. In 
my case, I prefer to think that it is lack 
of time that prevents me from developing 
each idea to its limit. I often dismiss a new 
chess wrinkle as soon as it comes to mind 
—that is, I try to dismiss it! However, try as 
I may, they keep coming back to me. ’Tis a 
very disturbing situation, with one idea or 
another pressing me to do something with it. 

This article, then, is an attempt to clear 
my mind. Here are the ideas — or at least 
some of them. If they have any value per¬ 
haps you readers may be able to make use 
of them. If they have little or no value, then 
you can certainly see it more clearly than 
I can. And of course, the thought persists 
that other minds than mine may prove that 
the ideas were worth having in the first place! 

A. AN ENDING 

I composed an ending five years ago which 
I regarded as a masterpiece. It has never 
been published, for my enthusiasm for it 
diminished considerably when Sven Almgren 
(one of the great American end-game com¬ 
posers) dismissed it as "too heavy!” Even 
though some of the best players in New 
York have failed to solve it, I have accepted 
the dictum of the expert until now. Recent 
attempts to improve it have failed. Here it 
is. Can anyone do something with the idea? 

White is to play and can only draw! Note 
that the Black pawns are close to queening. 
The main line follows, with Black’s best 
moves given throughout. 



1. B-K7! 

White releases his pin. The Bishop is 
headed for the other side of the board. 
Meanwhile, Black can capture each of four 
White pieces with his Kt. 

1 . NxR (B3) 5. N-Q2ch K-N8 

2. B-N4ch K-B8 6. N-B3ch K-B8 

3. RxNch N-K8ch! 7. N-Q2ch and draws 

4. K-N2 R-R8! 

At each turn, Black has one or more 
moves that allow White to mate prettily. 
The variations are numerous and I leave 
it to you to discover them. My favorite oc¬ 
curs after 6. . . K-B7; 7. B-5ch, KxN; 

8. B-Q5 mate. 

Let’s admit that the ending is somewhat 
clumsy. Can anyone improve on it with 

three points in mind? 

1. Retain the idea of releasing one pin in 
order to create another with the second move. 

2. Have 3 or 4 pieces en prise after the 
key move. 

3. Retain a variation involving mate with 

2 Bishops. 

B. AN OPENING IDEA 

Have you ever considered how wonderful 
it would be to know a formula which could 
be applied to an opening and which would 
always find the best move for you? I’ve been 
playing with the possibility for years, and 
I am now convinced that there is such a form¬ 
ula !Its exact phrasing continues to escape me, 
but the examination of hundreds of master 
games has led me to several preliminary con¬ 
clusions. 

Edward Lasker and Herman Steiner pro¬ 
vided the germs for the formula. Lasker has 
long contended, and it would seem with good 
reason, that mobility is the basic rule for 
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successful opening play. Steiner’s thesis is 
that the control of your opponent’s side of 
the board will result in positional advantage. 

These ideas seem valid. The move which 
gives the greatest mobility to your position 
is usually the best move. Bad moves are 
moves which restrict or fail to increase 
mobility. At the same time, control of the 
squares on your opponent’s side of the 
board usually connotes greater mobility for 
you. 

A synthesis of these two contributions 
seems possible. The problem which came to 
mind was this — how can you determine 
the best move? What makes one move better 
than another? My solution is an indication of 
a mathematical way of determining the best 
opening moves. 

A note on methodology. The idea is that 
mobility and square-control, if combined, 
could determine best moves. The form of 
what follows is admittedly but a beginning. 
Here it is - the FINKELSTEIN POINT — 
COUNT SYSTEM! 

RULE ONE: The move which makes the 
greatest number of squares available to the 
piece which moves is the best move. 

RULE TWO: In calculating, compute 
every square to which the piece just moved 
may next move, including those occupied 
by enemy pieces. 

RULE THREE: Add the value of the 
enemy pieces which have been attacked by 
the piece just moved. K,10; Q.10; R,5; B,3; 
Kt,3; P,l. 

RULE FOUR: On a capture, calculate the 
squares according to rule 2. Add the value 
of the piece just captured. 

RULE FIVE: On a check, subtract the 
value of every piece which can interpose. 

RULE SIX: A Queen-move in the open¬ 
ing must give iVi times as high a count as 
any other move in order to be best. 

RULE 7: If a move is made while a piece 
is en prise, subtract the value of the piece 
which is en prise. Each additional move 
that the piece remains en prise, multiply 
this number of moves by the total number 
of points which the piece is worth. Thus, a 
R left en prise counts 5 points minus. If 
it is left en prise for 2 moves, the minus 
score the second time is 10 points. 

Let’s see how the formula works out in 
practice. 

1. P-K4 

This is an 11 point move. 5 squares are 
available to the Bishop. 3 additional squares 
are available to the Queen. The Pawn has 
3 possible squares. 


1. ... P-K4 (same score) 

2. N-KB3 (7 points - 6 squares plus the 
Black pawn) 

2. P-Q3 


This is not best, since it scores only six 
points where N-QB3 would have scored 7. 

3. P-Q4 (a 9-point move.) 

3. ... N-KB3 (6 points) 

White should have somewhat the better 
of it. 

Let’s look at a well-known variation of the 
Ruy Lopez. 1. P-K4, P-K4; 2. N-KB3, N- 
QB3; 3. B-N5, P-QR3; 4. BxN, PxB; 5. 
P-Q4. 

The most usual move here is 5. . . . PxP, 
which scores 4 points. Better would seem 
to be the rarely-played 5. . . . B-KN5, which 
scores 5 points. (5 for the B, plus QBl for 
the R and Q, minus 1 for the Pawn en prise.) 
The analysis on this move has never really 
satisfied me. 

But enough of this. There’s the idea, and 
I leave it to you to test its true value. My 
rules may well be unsound. My scoring may 
ignore certain other aspects of opening play. 
In my own play, I find the best results to 
come while playing an open game. Play over 
your best recent game, and see how you* can 
refine the formula. And if you do, please 
let California Chess News know about it! 

Enough for one article. Have you an idea 
or two ? 


POSTAL CHESS GAMES 

Editor: R. DE FOREST TAYLOR 
129 Rey St., San Francisco 24, Calif. 

Sec. 48-S-l Bonner 1, Amneus 0 

Winners in this section as follows: 1. Taber 5; 
2. Amneus 4Vi; 3. Dr. Ruys 4 . 

Sec. 48-F-2 S. G. Johnson 1, Quinn 0 
S. G. Johnson 1, Porter 0 
Schulze 1, Goudswaard 0 
Schulze 1, Porter 0 
Sec. 48-A-l Yates 1, Kuder 0 
Sec. 49-A-1 Russ 1, Barton 0 
Russ 1, Betke 0 
Russ 0, Bonner 1 
Russ 1, Sanders 0 
Russ 1, Sutherland 0 
Russ 1, Schroeder 0 
Sanders V 2 , Bonner Vl 
Sec. 49 A-2 Gosser 1, Walters 0 
Hughes 1, Hedges 0 
Hughes 1, Gosser 0 
Newport 1, Hughes 0 
Newport 1, Hedges 0 
Sec. 49-A-3 Weston 1, Wolf 0 
Hedges 0, Brown 1 
Hedges 1, Wolf 0 
Hedges 0, Weston 1 
Kispert 1, Weston 0 
Kispert 1, Wolf 0 
Kispert 1, Wreden 0 
Sec. 49-A-5 Russ 1, Jewell 0 
Sec. 49-A-6 Van Patten 1, W. M. Smith 0 
MacCarty 1, Smith 0 
New players and re-entrants: 

Raymund L. Shea - San Francisco 

Eddie Milan - Dorris 

Danny Williams - Dorris 

James M. Ginter - Berkeley 

Kurt Lowenstein - Santa Barbara 

George Sutherland - San Anselmo 

Elliot Ball - Alameda 

Genson Wong - Stockton 

Major Ray Clausen, Jr. - San Francisco 


Page 6 


CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS 


Meet California s Experts 

By JIM CROSS, Glendale 

I. IRVING RIVISE 


A newcomer to California chess, Irving 
Rivise has already shown that he ranks 
with the best by winning second place in 
the 1949 State Championship. Irving, who 
now resides in Los Angeles, and is a mem¬ 
ber of the Hollywood Chess Group, hails 
from New York where he has chalked up 
victories against such chess greats as Pinkus, 
Kashdan, Santasiere, and Chernev. He won 
2nd prize in the 1945 Marshall Club Champ¬ 
ionship, 3rd prize in the 1946 New York 
State Championship, and is also an excellent 
problem solver, having been on the U.S. 
team in international problem solving com¬ 
petition. From 1938 to 1940 he was captain 
and played first board for New York Uni¬ 
versity. When Irving Rivise and his charming 
wife and two year daughter (his favorite 
kibitzer) moved to the west coast, another 
expert was added to the growing ranks of 
California chess players! 

His excellent tactical ability is aptly dem¬ 
onstrated in the following games: 

Marshall Chess Club Championship 1945 
Caro-Kann Defence 

White: I. Rivise Black: A. Santasiere 

1. P-K4 P-QB3 

2. N-KB3 


2. P-Q4 is more usual. 

2. . . . P-Q4 

3. N-B3 

A game, Tolush vs. Kotov, U. S. S. R. 
championship, 1939, continued: 3. P-K5, B- 
B4; 4. N-Q4, B-N3; 5. P-K6, Q-N3; 6. 
Q-N4, P-QB4; 7. PxPch, KxP; 8. N-KB3, 
N-NB3; 9. Q-B8, Q-K3ch; 10. QxQch, KxQ 


and Black had 
highly unusual 
3. 

4. N-K2 

5. P-B3 
But not 5. . 

7. Q-R4ch winning two 

6. NPxP 


slightly the better of this 
opening. 


P-Q5 

P-QB4 

PxP 

N-B4, 


P-B5; 


P-Q6; 

pawns. 

P-K3 
N-KB3 
PxP 
N-B3 
B-K2 
P-QN4?! 

A romantic move, quite a la Santasiere, 
whose first love is the bizarre "Orang-utang” 
opening (1. N-KB3, P-Q4; 2. P-QN4). His 
game already restricted, Black resorts to 
this somewhat surprising pawn push to get 
a little air. 


7. 

8 . 

9. 

10 . 

11 . 


P-Q4 

N-N3 

PxP 

P-QR3 

B-Q3 


12 . 0-0 

Of course not 12. BxP, Q-R4ch winning 
the bishop. 

12. P-QR3 

13. B-N2 B-N2 

14. Q-K2 0-0 

15. P-Q5! 


White’s pieces are admirably posted to 
bear down on the Black king side. Notice 
how White cleverly opens up the lines. 

15. PxP 

16. P-K5! N-K5 

17. NxN PxN 

18. QxP P-KN3 

Now that the lines are opened, White has 

reached another objective: creation of a 
weakness in the Black king position. 

19. Q-K3 Q-B2 

20. QR-B QR-Q 

21. P-K6 Q-Q3 

22. Q-R6 P-B3 


23. N-N5! Resigns 

New York State Championship 1946 
White: I .Rivise Black: G. Kramer 

1. P-K4 N-QB3 4. N-B3 P-K3 

2. N-KB3 N-B3 5. B-QN5 P-QR3 

3. P-K5 N-Q4 6. BxN QPxB 

White has exchanged his valuable king- 

bishop, but has gained an advantage in 
space. 

7. 0-0 P-QN3 11. P-QB4 N-B4 

8. P-Q4 B-N2 12. R-Q P-QB4 

9. N-K4 N-K2 13. P-Q5! 

10. Q-K2 Q-Q2 

This line-opening pawn sacrifice is sim¬ 
ilar to the technique employed in the prev¬ 
ious game. Black’s cramped game and loss 
of time spell his downfall. 

13. . . . PxP 16. N-K5 Q-R5 

14. PxP BxP 17. RxB! PxR 

15. P-K6!! PxP 18. N-B3 


With sixteen squares to move to, the 
black queen cannot avoid being captured.! 

18. ... N-Q5 20. NxQ and wins 

19. Q-N4 B-Q3 


CALIF. STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 


PRELIMINARY, ROUND 5 
White: JIM CROSS Black: George Croy 


1 . 

P-Q4 

P-Q4 

21. 

QxKB 

R-K 

2. 

N-KB3 

N-KB3 

22. 

B-N5 

P-KR3 

3. 

P-B4 

P-K3 

23. 

B-QB 

Q-Q 

4. 

P-KN3 

P-B4 

24. 

P-B6 

PxP 

5. 

BPxP 

KPxP 

25. 

PxP 

R-K 3 

6. 

N-B3 

N-B3 

26. 

P-N5! 

P-KR4 

7. 

B-N2 

P-B5 

27. 

B-R3 

Q-K 

8. 

0-0 

B-K2 

28. 

BxR 

QxB 

9. 

N-K5 

0-0 

29. 

R-K 

Q-N5 

10. 

NxN 

PxN 

30. 

Q-B4 

B-B4 

11. 

P-K4 

B-K3 

31. 

QxQ 

BxQ 

12. 

P-K5 

N-Q2 

32. 

R-K7 • 

B-Q2 

13. 

P-B4 

B-BK4 

33. 

P-N6!! 

PxP 

14. 

R-B2 

N-N3 

34. 

B-R6 

B-K 

15. 

B-K3 

Q-Q2 

35. 

R-N7ch 

K-R 

16. 

K-R 

QR-B 

36. 

P-B7 

B-Q2 

17. 

Q-Q2 

KR-Q 

37. 

RxP 

K-R2 

18. 

R-KN 

B-Q6 

38. 

R-B6 

B-N5 

19. 

P-KN4! 

B-R5 

39. 

P-B8 (Q) 

RxQ 

20. 

P-B5! 

BxR 

40. 

BxR 



Black played eleven more moves and then 
resigned. 
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Chronicle Chess Festival 


HISTORY IN THE MAKING 

A Word of Thanks 

A sincere "thank you’’ to all who attended 
the great chess festival in San Francisco on 
December 4, and participated in my attempt 
to set a twelve hour record for simultaneous 
chess, which festival was sponsored by the 
San Francisco Chronicle. A special word of 
thanks to Joshua Torczyner, San Francisco, 
and Si Harris, Santa Rosa, who saw to it 
that all boards were filled at all moments 
of play. This was an important factor which 
helped me set this record. Thanks to Messrs. 
H. J. Ralston, Guthrie McClain, W. P. 
Barlow, Jim Myers, Leslie Bovette, Carroll 
Capps, A. J. Fink, J. B. Gee, the Mechanics’ 
Institute Chess Club, Castle Chess Club and 
many others, who entertained the great over¬ 
flow of chess players, who attended this 
great chess festival for twelve solid hours. 
Never before in the history of the West 
Coast were so many chess lovers gathered to¬ 
gether for a chess event in one day. Everyone 
there was overwhelmed by the general en¬ 
thusiasm which permeated this meet. Many 
will doubt if my score of 251 wins, 3 losses 
and 17 draws in 12 hours of play will be 
acceptable as a record of some kind. They 
will base themselves on the record made 
bv Gideon Stahlberg in Buenos Aires some 
years ago when he played 400 separate games 
in 36 hours, 5 minutes. However, Reuben 
Fine and "Chess” of England have question¬ 
ed this report, as to how it was played, etc. 
Therefore, I wish to calm those critics down 
immediately by telling them that for a period 
of twelve hours, it was definitely a record 
and for chess on the West Coast it was a 
great triumph. Over 2000 players and spec¬ 
tators attended! 

Before giving a full accounting of the 
event, I deem it proper to extend a hearty 
vote of thanks in the name of all chess lovers 
to the San Francisco Chronicle for organ¬ 
izing this important chess festival! 

—GEORGE KOLTANOWSKI 


KCBS REPORT 

The following is Jim Grady’s report of the event 
on KCBS program .'THIS IS SAN FRANCISCO” 
on December 5, 1949- 

I have some news this morning for children who 
don’t like spinach or squash. Get a chess set and tell 
your folks you’re going to be an expert like George 
Koltanowski. He doesn’t eat spinach or squash either. 

I got these "inside” facts from Mrs. Koltanowski 
at the chess festival yesterday afternoon as I waited 
to take my place at one of the 37 boards opposite 
her famous husband. Mrs. Koltanowski doesn’t play 
chess, because taking care of George is a full-time job. 
In addition to her home chores she helps with the 
typing of his books and articles, and sees to it that 


he’s kept in shape for the grueling job of being a 
chess master. 

Yesterday, he set a record, playing 271 games 
between 10 a.m. and 10 p.m., winning 251, losing 
3 and drawing 17. For most of the time, he was 
on his feet, making a tour of the 37 tables about 
once every five minutes. They had a wheel chair for 
him, but he found it too slow. He smoked cigar¬ 
ettes continously, drank a lot of black coffee, and 
stopped once in a while for a bite of a ham sandwich 
on rye. 

Mrs. Koltanowski says George keeps fit for this 
kind of life without any more exercise than shoving 
the men around the board. For relaxation he likes 
music and opera, and is also a phenomenally good 
bridge player. And, she says, for a genius, he’s 
awfully easy to live with. 

Incidentally, the news that George doesn’t like 
spinach or squash tickled 11 year old Patricia Katz. 
She likes those foods, but since she has been play¬ 
ing chess only 4 months, there’s no way to tell if it 
will influence her game. 

Just then the public address system called "Jim 
Grady,” and I went through the silent line of 
kibitzers and took my place behind the board. At the 
same time J. R. Peterson of the Telephone Chess 
Club sat down next to me. He had played against 
George last month in an 8 board blindfold match, and 
showed me some pictures of the affair. Although Mr. 
Koltanowski is blindfold champion, he played these 
games with his eyes open — very wide open. 

Then, he was standing opposite me -- a short, 
stocky, dark haired man, wearing a light green tie 
with a chess board on it. Playing the white pieces, 
he made the first move - pawn to King 4, and 
was off down the row. It was there I made my first 
mistake. As a novice, I had played all my chess 
against the diagrams in a book, where I played the 
white men. So I forgot I was playing black and was 
in the process of castling when I discovered I was 
doing it on the wrong side of the board. 

However, this turned out to be an advantage. Only 
experts castle on the queen side, and for about 10 
moves, Mr. Koltanowski played it very close and 
cagey trying to figure what I was up to. I was 
beginning to feel that chess was only a king-sized 
checker-game and even checked the master on two 
occasions. But all of a sudden — about an hour and 
45 minutes after I’d started, I got a little too big 
for my breeches and made what I thought was a 
brilliant move. 

Mr. K. was slightly amazed, looked for a trap and, 
finding none, took my piece with a superior wave 
of the hand, and I was through. Dave Ohman, of 
the Chronicle’s special service, who put on the festi¬ 
val, said I shouldn’t feel too badly. "Mr. Koltan¬ 
owski is here in the Bay Area,” he told me, '.to get 
more people interested in the great game of chess.” 
And from the response to his articles, Mr. Ohman 
reports, things are booming on the black and white 
squares. Maybe soon in San Francisco, the children 
will take to chess as they do to baseball. In Europe, 
I understand, they starting playing even before they 
can say "check-mate.” 

Then the first winner was announced - -Mr. And¬ 
rew Buschine, of San Jose. 

Over coffee and pie in the lounge, I talked with 
his team captain, George Van Hooser, of the San 
Jose YMCA. Mr. Hooser told me that Mr. Buschine 
isn’t a specially strong player. Seems the in-betweens 
stand the best chance of beating a master. Against 
experts, Mr. Koltanowski plays it tight. Against be¬ 
ginners, he doesn’t have to worry. But he got a 
little careless with Mr. Buschine and that was that. 

This morning, as I promised, I stopped in on 
Bill Weaver and contributed my chess set to his 
collection of games for the old folks’ homes. I hope 
they get as much fun out of it as I do. And remem¬ 
ber, almost every piece, both white and black, was 
touched by the Master’s hand. 
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WORLD’S RECORD 


By ELMONT WAITE 
San Francisco Chronicle, Dec. 5th 


No graybeards’ game is modern 
chess. Expert George Koltanowski’s 
youngest opponent in The Chron¬ 
icle Chess Festival yesterday was 
9—and many were in their early 
teens. 

And for Koltanowski himself, the 
12-hour exhibition was almost an 
athletic event as he strode swiftly 
from table to table, hour after 
hour. Once, to rest his feet, he tried 
a wheel chair but soon popped 
back to his feet again. "Nice, but 
too slow, too slow,” he remarked. 

His 9-year old opponent was a 
protege from his home town, Santa 
Rosa, Alta Lu Townes. Said the 
master, as he beat her: "I’m sorry 
... I’d have preferred to lose . . ” 

Alta Lu and 11-year old Patricia 
Katz, of 473 Ellis street, went out 
at the same time. Patricia said she 
had been playing chess only four 
months: "This is the first time I’ve 
met an expert.” She lasted 20 
moves. 

HE’LL STUDY UP 

Ted Lang, 15, of Salinas, who has 
been playing three years, also lasted 
just 20 moves. "It just seems Kol¬ 
tanowski knows every answer,” he 
said. He bought a new book—his 
third on chess—to take back to 
Salinas for study. He is the only 
bov member of the Salinas Chess 
Club. "But lots of kids play at 
the YMCA there,” he said. 

Jim Fredgren, 17, of 1470 Trestle 
Glen Road, Oakland, conceded after 
three hours and 50 moves. "I was 
still a pawn behind and it looked 
hopeless at that point,” he ex¬ 
plained. 

Chess "is just like football or any¬ 
thing,” Fredgren continued. "You¬ 
’ve got to practice a lot. Takes lots 
of study, too.” 

"Koltanowski is doing a lot for 
chess on the West Coast,” he added. 
"Before, it seemed to be centered in 
the East.” 

Koltanowski is toughest when 
only a few pieces remain on the 
board, Fredgren reported. "Once he 
could have taken my knight free, 
but he traded queens instead. Likes 
to get queens off the board. He’s a 
very strong end game (late-in- 
game) player. 

(Continued on Page 10) 
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WORLD S RECORD 

(Continued from Page 8) 


In shirtsleeves and with a painted chess¬ 
board on his tie, Koltanowski faced 37 
players at a time. 

SPEEDY DECISIONS 

Tables formed a long rectangle in the 
main ballroom of the Marines’ Memorial 
Club at Sutter and Mason streets. The expert 
made many of his moves almost as swiftly 
as he could step from table to table. Occa¬ 
sionally, however, he paused with elbows 
on table to study a board. 

A sandwich lay on a table at one corner 
of the rectangle, and Koltanowski nibbled 
now and then as he passed it. He smoked 
almost continually, moving the cigarette 
nervously with his lips. 

As he won, he would pick up a chess man, 
rap sharply on the table and signal to the 
judges at the end of the rectangle—then 
shake hands with the defeated opponent and 
pass on to the next board. 

FANCY SETS SPURNED 

Sometimes he refused to play until the 
challengers with elaborately carved sets 
would find plainer pieces. The fancy sets 
were confusing, he said. 

Most experts use standard-design sets, 
rather plain and unpolished. But the first 
man who beat him, Andy Buschine, 49, of 
San Jose, a long-time friend and fellow 
native of Belgium, brought a set he had 
carved himself. 

Koltanowski’s previous record for mass 
play was 212 opponents in one day, in Dallas. 

In preparation for yesterday’s big event, he 
went to bed at 9 p.m. Saturday, his wife 
reported. "But he didn’t sleep very well; he 
tossed quite a bit ... ” 

The presure of mass exhibitions is intense, 
said one challenger who earned a draw—M. 
E. Mattingly, Stockton building contractor. 
"I was just lucky; he gave a piece away,” 
he explained. 

Two of Koltanowski’s younger opponents 
played the master to a draw: Robert Holten, 
Santa Rosa, and Frank S. Morsman, Palo 
Alto, both junior college students. Mors¬ 
man did it in 16 moves. 

Henry Strob, 70-year old retired Stock- 
ton businesman, was another who earned a 
draw, but his game went 60 moves and 
lasted six and half hours. At the end, only 
four pieces remained on the board: Two 
kings and two rooks. 

Another who drew, George B. Oakes, Sal¬ 
inas lettuce worker, managed it in five 
hours. He said he had played chess 15 years 
but "this was my toughest game.” 

Testifying to Koltanowski’s skill as a teach¬ 
er was Mrs. Guthrie McClain, 986 Cragmont 


avenue, Berkeley, who also earned a draw 
—after only two months’ study of the game. 

In simultaneous exhibition games, two lo¬ 
cal men established excellent records. Pro¬ 
fessor H. J. Ralston of the University of 
California won 22 and lost two, in the 24 
games played. And Guthrie McClain, Berk¬ 
eley, won 14 and lost two. He is president 
of the San Francisco Bay Area Chess League. 

SHORT BREATHER 

Koltanowski took onlv one 10-minute 
break in his pacing marathon. By the tenth 
hour, he was visibly tired but had lost only 
two games. 


THE MEN WHO BEAT A CHAMPION 

Three men explained yesterday how they 
defeated Chess Champion George Koltan¬ 
owski at The Chronicle’s Chess Festival. No 
one else could do it. 

Intensive study won for 21-year old Les 
Talcott, of 3432 68th avenue, Oakland. A 
San Jose State College student, he has been 
studying the game for four years. He had 
met Koltanowski twice before, drawing 
once and losing once. He won in less than 
an hour, yesterday. 

The other victors, Andy Buschine, San 
Jose waterworks maintenance operator, and 
Robert Willson, San Francisco letter carrier, 
took longer. 

Buschine mated Koltanowski at the end 
of 38 moves. 

Another winner, Robert Willson, 41, of 
3031 Laguna street, has played chess for the 
past twenty years. Koltanowski resigned this 
game at the end of the 43rd move. 

Seventeen who managed to draw with the 
expert were: 

Wade Hendricks, 37 Peroly court, Oak¬ 
land; Francis Mills, 405 19th street, Pacific 
Grove; Robert Holten, Santa Rosa Junior 
College student; M. E. Mattingly, Stockton 
contractor; George B. Oakes, Salinas lettuce 
worker; Henry Strob, retired Stockton busi¬ 
nessman; and Frank S. Morsman, Palo Alto, 
a junior college student. 

Jim Lieberman, 15, of 5952 Manchester 
drive, Oakland; Edmond T. Dana, 63, of 
Palo Alto; Jean I. Mimrane, 34, of 1334 Cali¬ 
fornia street, former champion of Algiers; 
Nick Russ, 52, of 157 Bon View street, San 
Francisco; Mrs. Guthrie McClain, 986 Crag¬ 
mont avenue, Berkeley, a Koltanowski pupil 
of two month’s experience. 

Lionel Wolfson, of Sebastoool, secretary 
of the Petaluma Chess Club; Desere Rakon- 
itz, professor of international law at the 
University of San Francisco; Joshua Torczy- 
ner, business man, of 1739 4lst avenue; and 
Guthrie McClain, 986 Cragmont avenue, 
Berkelev, husband of another who drew Kol¬ 
tanowski; and George Van Hooser, Sunny¬ 
vale, team captain of the San Tose YMCA 
Chess Club. 
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CALIF. STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

FINALS, ROUND 7 
FRENCH DEFENCE 

White: Jim Cross Black: George Croy 

(Notes by Jim Cross) 

1. P-K4 (The first time I played 1. P-K4 
in a tournament game since the 1946 Junior 
Tournament.) 

1. P-K3 

White won the above-mentioned game 
from Larry Evans who also played a French 


Defence. 




2. P-Q4 

P-Q4 

6. B-Q3 

Q-B2 

3. P-K5 

P-QB4 

7. B-KB4 

KN-K2 

4. Q-N4 

PxP 

8. 0-0 

P-KN3? 

5. N-KB3 

N-QB3 



Creates "holes” in the king-side. 


9. R-K 

B-N2 

12. NxP 

NxB 

10. QN-Q2 

0-0 

13. PxN 

P-QR3 

11. Q-R4 

N-N5 

14. QN-B3 

Q-Q 

Walking into a pin. 



15. B-N5 

R-K 

16. R-K3 


Better was 

the simple 16. QR-B, 

keeping 

Black restricted. 



16. ... 

Q-B2 

18. NxN 

KPxN 

17. B-B6 

N-B4 

19. N-N5 



White continues to play for a mate. Un- 
fortunatelv, there is none. After White’s 
innaccuracy on the 16th move, Black has 
been able to relieve the pressure. 


19. 


P-KR3 

21. 

R-N3? 


20. 

R-KR3 

P-KR4 




And this 

loses the 

exchange. Black does 

not 

fail to take advantage of the opportunity. 

21. 


BxB 

32. 

R-K 

P-KN4 

22. 

PxB 

P-B5! 

33. 

N-K5 R(B3)R-Q3 

23. 

R-B3 

B-N5 

34. 

R-Q 

R-Q4 

24. 

P-KR3 

BxR 

35. 

R-02 

Q-K3 

25. 

NxB 

Q-Q3 

36. 

R-Q3 

P-B4 

26. 

Q-N5 

K-R2 

37. 

Q-K2 

RxQP 

27. 

Q-R4 

QR-B 

38. 

R-QB3 

R-K 5 

28. 

P-Q4 

R-B3 

39. 

QxRP5 

R-Q8ch 

29. 

0-N5 

QxP 

40. 

QxR 

QxN 

30. 

QxQP 

R-Q 

41. 

R-B 

K-R3 

31. 

Q-K4 

K-N2 





Draw agreed. A very interesting last- 
round battle. 


Vital - Urgent! 


This number ends our second year. We ven¬ 
tured forth in hope and good faith, but also in 
trepidation. However, the results have been most 
gratifying! So buoyed up by widespread expres¬ 
sions of encouragement from so many people, we 
go ahead with confidence. Naturally, we rely 
implicitly on the continued support of every sub¬ 
scriber. Annual subscriptions date mostly from 
January and consequently expire NOW! Please 
renew without delay. We appeal strongly for 
cooperation in this matter. If you are looking 
for a New Year’s gift to a chess friend, here is 
your answer. No copies will be sent if a sub¬ 
scription lapses. 

PLEASE RENEW NOW! 


Shades of Morphy 


By J. GERRY SULLIVAN, Jr., Knoxville 


Contrary to a very popular opinion, chess 
in the South has not died with Morphy. It 
has, rather, grown and thrived. True, mast¬ 
ership has left the South, but there still en¬ 
dures here an enthusiasm and love for the 
game which cannot be equaled by any other 
section of the country. Even after the pass¬ 
ing of Paul Morphy we have had our mo¬ 
ments of glory. Who can forget Showalter 
or Hodges who shared the spotlight with 
Pillsbury and Marshall for so many years? 
From the South came B. B. Jefferson to win 
the Western Championship twice. Has not 
the South upheld its honor? 

No masters have emerged since 1910 but 
chess has been growing just the same. In 
1922, through the indefatigable efforts of 
Major J. B. Holt, the Georgia-Florida Chess 
Association was organized and from it even¬ 
tually came the present Southern Association. 
Twenty-six congresses have been held and we 
thus have the distinction of having held more 
tournaments year after year than any other 
American regional or national group. 

Even with the absence of master competi¬ 
tion chessplayers in the South are no slouch¬ 
es. We can boast of Dr. G. L. Drexel who 
has participated in several U. S. Champion¬ 
ships; of G. Wilfred Sweets, whom I venture 
to say could hold his own in any amateur 
tournament in this country. Unfortunately 
few of his games are known. We have many 
promising juniors among whom are Hans 
Berliner, Kit Crittenden, Richard Cantwell, 
Bill Addison, Jackie Mayer, and Jerry Sulli¬ 
van. The South can point with pride to Rus¬ 
sell Chauvenet, Oscar Shapiro, Martin Stark, 
Robert Coveyou, Martin Southern, Stephen 
Shaw, Nestor Hernandes, and a host of oth¬ 
ers. Even in the realm of postal chess the 
South has not been behind due to the efforts 
of Professor James McClure and W. N. 
Woodbury. Our Southern belles, Mary Hoff- 
erbert and Mary Bain (by adoption) can 
stand up to any Yankee you care to mention. 

Only one defect can be found and that is the 
lack of opportunity to meet opposition near 
at hand and play constantly to improve our 
strength. We hold few "money” tourna¬ 
ments and so induce no masters to journey 
down here. One solution might be to stage 
a special Southern Tournament to pit the 
better players of the country against the 
South. While the outcome would not be in 
doubt, a few surprises might be forthcoming. 
Today we probably won’t produce another 
Morphy, but you’d better watch out for us! 
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From the Battle Fronts 


VENICE: L. Szabo won another international 
tournament, this time with IIV 2 pt (15); Rosso- 
limo lOVi\ Prins 10; Gligoric, Foltys, Barcza, Gol- 
ombek 9 Vi\ Paoli 8 V 2 ; Kottnauer 8; Dr. Tartakov- 
er 7; Zimmerman, Canal 6; Szabados 5 Vi\ Muller 5; 
Fletzer 2^; Stalda IV 2 . Here are a series of games 
from this tournament. 

White Gligoric; Black SZABO 5 Round 
GRUNFELD DEFENCE 

1. P-Q4, N-KB3; 2. P-QB4, P-KN3; 3. N-QB3, 
P-Q4; 4. PxP, NxP; 5. P-K4, NxN; 6. PxN, 

P-QB4; 7. B-QB4, B-N2; 8. N-K2, O-O; 9- 0-0, 
PxP; 10. PxP, N-B3; 11. B-K3, B-N5; 12. P-B3, 
N-R4; 13. R-Bl, NxB; 14. RxN, B-Q2; 15. Q-N3, 
Q-R4; 16. N-B3, P-QN4; 17. R-B5, KR-B1; 18. 
N-Q5, RxR; 19. PxR, P-K3; 20. P-B6, B-Kl; 21. 
N-K7ch, K-Rl; 22. Q-B2, Q-B2; 23. Q-B5, P-KR3; 
24. P-B4, K-R2; 25. P-B5, B-K4; 26. P-B6, BxPch; 
27. K-Rl, B-Q3; 28. QxNP, R-Nl; 29. Q-B4, Q- 
R4; 30. Q-K2, Q-B6; 31. Q-Kl, Q-K4; 32. Q-KR4, 
P-N4; 33. Q-R3, R-N5; 34. B-Nl, QxKP; 35. P-B7, 
BxBP; 36. R-Bl, B-K4; 38. R-B8, R-N8; (Threatens 
RxBch and Q-K8 mate) White resigns. 


White: Fletzer Black: L. PRINS 8 Round 
SICILIAN DEFENSE 

1. P-K4, P-QB4; 2. N-KB3, P-QR3; 3. P-Q4, PxP; 
4. NxP, N-KB3; 5. N-QB3, P-K4; 6. N4-K2, B- 
B4; 7. N-N3, Q-N3; 8. Q-Q2, N-N5; 9- N-Ql, Q- 
N3; 10. P-N4, B-K2; 11. N-B5, NQ-B3; 12. NxB, 
KxN; 13. P-KB3, N-B3; 14. N-K3, R-Ql; 15. P- 
QR4, P-Q3; 16. P-B3, B-K3; 17. P-N5, PxP, 18. 
BxP, N-QR4; 19- R-QN1, K-Bl; 20. P-QB4, P- 
Q4; 21. Q-N4ch, K-Nl; 22. BPxP, B-Q2; 23. O-O, 
N-R4; 24. BxB, RxB; 25. N-B5, Q-QR3; 26. B-K3, 
N-QB5; 27. KR-B1, NxB; 28. NxN, N-B5; 29. 
R-B4, Q-R3; 30. N-B5, Q-N4; 31. Q-N2, NxQP; 
32. QxKP, N-K3! White resigns. 


Position after White’s 31st move K-B4 
Black: Paoli 



White: BARCZA 
31. ... P-K4ch; 32. NxPch 

This must have come as a surprise to his oppon¬ 
ent who expected the King to retreat. KxBP? leads 
to mate through N-Q3. 32. . . . PxN; 33. KxBP, 
N-Q3ch; 34. KxP. Three pawns for the knight 
isn’t bad. 34. . . . N-N4; 35. P-K4, N-B6; 36. 
P-QR4, N-Q8; 37. P-B3, N-K6; 38. P-R4, N-B8; 

39. P-KN4, N-Q7; A long way to regain one pawn. 

40. PxP, NxPch; 41. K-Q5, NxRP; 42. K-B6, N- 
B6; 43. K-N7, N-Q7; 44. KxRP, NxNP; 45. KxP 


And Black now has a 3 front battle. Just a bit too 
much to hold. 45. . . . N-Q7; 46. P-QR5!, NxP; 
47. K-B6! Stops the knight from getting to the 
Queen’s side. Black resigned. 

-O- 

SPAIN: 

The international tournament in Barcelona for 
Women ended in a victory for Mme Chaude de Sil^ns 
of France and Miss Tramer of England with 5 V 2 
pts. each. 3. Mile Bussers, Belgium 41/2 4. Miss 
A. Saunders, England, 4; 5. Senorita Cifuentes, 

Spain, and Fr. Heemskerk, Holland, 3Ji each; 7. 
S. Gloria Velat, 1;8. S. V. Guinart, 1 / 2 - 
Here’s a game from this tournament: 

White: Miss Saunders Black: Mile S. BUSSERS 
SICILIAN DEFENCE. 

I. P-K4, P-QB4; 2. N-KB3, P-QR3; 3. P-Q4, PxP; 
4. NxP, N-KB3; 5. N-QB3, P-K4; 6. N-B3, B-N5; 
(Follows a new line of play!) 7. B-Q2, P-Q3; 
8. B-Q3, QN-Q2; 9- P-QR3, BxN; 10. BxB, N-Bi; 

II. Q-K2, P-QN4; (N-QR4 was better) 12. B-QN4, 
Q-K2; 13. N-Q2, B-N2; 14. P-KB3, O-O; 15. P- 
QB4, PxP; 16. NxP, P-Q4; 17. N-N6, PxP; 18. 
BxKP, BxB; 19. PxB, QR-Q1; 20. R-QBl, N- 
Q6ch; 21. QxN, QxBch; 22. PxQ, RxQ; 23. R-Rl, 
R-K6ch; 24. K-B2, RxP; 25. RxP, RxP; (After all 
exchanges Black remains a pawn up and wins easily) 
26. N-R4, R-Ql; 27. R-QBl, N-N5ch; 28. K-Nl, 
R5-Q5; 29. N-B3, R-Q7; 30. P-QN4, P-K5; 31. 
P-KR3, N-K6; 32. NxP, RxPch; 33. K-Rl, R-N7; 
34. R-QN6, P-R3; 35. R-N5, P-KB4; 36. N-B3, Rl- 
Q7; and White resigned. 

MATCH BARCELONA - PARIS 

"El Mundo Deportivo” organized this international 
match between these two cities, double round. Paris 
won 11-9- 
SITGES 

Arturo Pomar the boy wonder of Spain back in 
the limelight! Final result of this international tourn¬ 
ament: 1-2. A. Pomar and Dr. Tartakower 8 (on 
10); 3.Medina 6 l / 2 \ 4-6. Cherta, Llado and Raiz- 
man 5 V 2 each; 7. Mme Chaude de Silans 5; 8. C. 
Hugot 31/2 9- R. Lorens 2^2; 10. Alminana 

n/ 2 . _“ 

AUSTRIA 

A match with Tcheco-Slovakia was lost by 5V2 to 
14V^- Here are the two games played on board one: 

White: L. PACHMANN Black: E. Grunfeld (A) 
1. P-Q4, P-Q4; 2. P-QB4, PxP; 3. N-KB3, P-QR3; 
4. P-K3, N-KB3; 5. BxP, P-K3; 6. O-O, P-B4; 7. Q- 
K2, P-QN4; 8. B-Q3, QN-Q2; 9- P-QR4 (9. R- 
Q1 was played in the game Becker-Grunfeld, Vienna, 
1933) 9. • • ., P-N5; 10. N1-Q2; B-N2; 11. 

N-B4, B-K2; (Better is 11. . . . PxP; 12. PxP, B- 
K2; 13. R-Ql, O-O;) 12. P-K4!, PxP; 13. P-K5, 
N-Q4; 14. B-KN5!, Q-B2; 15. QR-B1, N-B4; 16. 
B-Nl, O-O; 17. BxB, QxB; 18. N-Q6, P-Q6; 19. 
Q-Ql, QR-B1: 20. NxR, RxN; 21. R-B4, P-QR4; 
22. BxP, N-N3: 23. R-Q4, N3xRP; 24. B-B2, N- 
N3; 25. Q-Q2, BxN; 26. PxB, N3-Q2; 27. R-Ql, 
P-N3; 28. P-B4, R-B2; 29. Q-K3, N-N3; 30. Q- 
N3, N4-Q2; 31. B-Nl, N-R5; 32. R4-Q2, N5-B4; 
33. P-R4, P-QR5; 34. P-R5, K-N2; 35. PxP, RPx 
P; 36. K-N2, R-Bl; 37. P-B5, KPxP;; 38. BxP, 
and Black overstepped the time limit. P-K6 was 
threatened. 

White: Grunfeld Black: PACHMANN 
GRUNFELD DEFENCE 

1. P-Q4, N-KB3; 2. P-QB4, P-KN3; 3. N-QB3, 
P-Q4; 4. N-B3, B-N2; 5. Q-R4ch, B-Q2; 6. Q-N3, 

PxP; 7. QxBP, O-O; 8. P-K3, N-R3!; 9. Q-N3, 

P-B4; 10. BxN, PxB; 11. O-O, PxP; 12. NxP, Q- 

R4; 13. B-Q2, QR.N1; 14. Q-B2, KR-B1; 15. P- 
QR3, Q-R4; 16. P-B3, P-K4; 17. N4-K2, B-B4; 18. 
P-K4, BxP; 19. Q-Bl, B-Q6; 20. N-N3, Q-R5; 21. 
R-B2, Q-QB5; 22. B-K3, R-N2; 23. R-Q2?, N-Q4; 
24. Q-Kl, NxB; 25. QxN, P-K5; White resigns. 
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Problems ... 


Mail solutions by the 25th of the follow¬ 
ing month to A. J. Fink, 111 Vienna St., 
San Francisco, Calif. _ 

Solution to No. 10 —B-N2-R-N2 or K-Bl. 
No. 11—K-Q7 followed by R-K5 and 
Q-KR8 mate. 

No. 12—B-B3 check (a hint was given), 
K-B5 forced and now 2. Q-R5! 

No. 13—D. Preziorporka 


With this month’s problem fare our 
solving Ty. comes to an end. 

No. 13—As difficult to solve as the name 
is to pronounce. 

No. 14—Two-movers without the W.Q. 
seem to lack something but here we have 
the exception. 

No. 15—Of 1914 vintage. Good for re¬ 
print around Xmas time. Greetings t<3 all. 

No. 15—YE EDITOR 


No. 14—R. GEVERS 



Mate in Three 


Mate in Two 


Mate in Two 


PACIFIC COAST NEWS 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA CHESS LEAGUE 
By NEIL T. AUSTIN 

The Central California Chess League held its 
first meeting in Modesto on October 23. Ernest J. 
Cook of Fresno was reelected President, C. J. Smith, 
Oakdale, was elected Vice-President, and Neil T. 
Austin, Sacramento, was reelected Secretary-Treasurer. 
Other members of the Executive Committee are M. 
C. Jackson, Modesto, M. A. Sanders, Stockton, and 
Wm. T. Adams, San Jose. Two new members, Oak¬ 
dale and San Jose were welcomed. 

The second round matches were held in Fresno, 
San Jose and Sacramento November 13. The third 
round on December 11 will find all six clubs meet¬ 
ing at Modesto. 

Following are results so far: 

Stockton 314-Modesto 5 Vi\ San Jose 10V^-Oakdale 
y 2 ; Fresno 3-Sacramento 5; Second Round: Sacra¬ 
mento 8-Stockton 2; Modesto 5-San Jose 3; Fresno 
llVi-Oakdale V 2 \ Third Round: Fresno 1-San Jose 9- 


MODESTO CHESS CLUB 
By HERB BETKER 

In the second round of the Central Calif. Chess 
League team matches, the Modesto Chess Club sent 
an eight man team to invade San Jose territory Sun¬ 
day, Nov. 13. The date was a lucky one for 
Modesto. Modesto won a hard fought match by a 
score of 5-3. Those winning points for Modesto were 
Monte Jackson, Lee Kerfoot, Lawrence Davis, James 
Berry, and Herman Wente. 

Modesto is undefeated so far, having previously won 
from the Stockton Club in the first round of play. 
Since the formation of the Oakdale Chess Club, Lee 
Kerfoot is the acting president of Modesto, taking 
over the office when C. J. Smith resigned to run ths 
Oakdale Club. Herb Paul is team captain and Herb 
Betker is club secretary. 


MATES CHESS CLUB, Hayward 
By PAUL LYNCH 

The .'Mates Chess Club” defeated the Palo Alto 
Chess Club last Saturday night by a score of AVi U? 
ll/ 2 . The match, played at Professor Dana’s home, 
provided some practice before the start of competi¬ 
tion in the Bay Area Chess League. The "Mates” are 
entered in the A division and Palo Alto in the B 
division. The detailed score is as follows: 


1 . 

Lynch 


V2 

Bourke 

V2 

2. 

Neilson 


1 

Dana 

0 

3. 

Nedham 


1 

Morsman 

0 

4. 

Gonzales 


1 

Melton 

0 

5. 

Willows 


1 

Kiviaho 

0 

6. 

Abbott 


0 

Erickson 

1 




4kT 


m 


Mates 

C.C. 

Palto Alto C.C. 



Board 3 

Game 

White: J. NEDHAM; 

Black: 


Morsman. PETROFF DEFENCE. 1. P-K4, P-K4; 2. 
N-KB3, N-KB3;3. NxP, P-Q3; 4. N-KB3, NxP; 5. 
N-B3, NxN; 6. QPxN, B-K2; 7. B-Q3, O-O; 8. P- 
KR4, R-Kl; 9. B-K3, N-Q2; 10. BxPch, KxB; 11. 
N-N5ch, K-Nl; 12. Q-R5, N-B3; 13. QxPch, K- 
Rl; 14. Q-N6, Q-Q2; 15. P-R5, Q-B4?; 16. N- 
B7ch, resigns. 


RAY MARTIN WINS LOS ANGELES TITLE 
By GEO. A. STEVEN, Santa Monica 
The 1949 tournament for the Los Angeles County 
Chess Championship finished in an almost "dead heat” 
with Ray Martin, Irving Rivise, and Morris Gordon 
finishing in a three way tie. Defending Champion Paul 
Quillen could make only fourth place, after four 
straight wins in an eight round Swiss tournament. 

Ray Martin won out on the Sonnenberger tie¬ 
breaking system, although he had to come from 
behind to win. Losing to Paul Quillen in the first 
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round, and to Larry Voronzoff in the fourth he was 
almost counted out until the last two rounds. Martin 
plays aggressive chess, takes chances to get the win, 
and occasionally overplays himself as in the Voron¬ 
zoff game which should have been a draw. He won 
the rest of his games outright, including Rivise and 
a 97 move struggle over Gordon in the last round. 

The new Los Angeles County Champion is twice 
winner of the Los Angeles City Open Tournament, 
and won the Santa Monica Open last year. In addition 
he traveled to the U. S. Open and finished with a 
good score, drawing by adjudication with Anthony 
Santasiere in the first round. In this game he had 
the exchange up with winning chances but was not 
given the chance to demonstrate by director Helms. 
(We of the local crowd think he was robbed!!) Mart¬ 
in also plays first board for the Los Angeles County 
and California State Championship team of the 
Santa Monica Bay Chess Club, of which we are 
very proud of course! 

Congratulations to the new Champion, (the 
LOCAL Chess Column Not Withstanding) he is a 
credit to local and California chess. 

In second place, Irving Rivise played some fine 
chess, losing only to Martin and Quillen. He finished 
second also in the California State Championships 
winning over Jim Cross, behind Geo. Croy. He is 
quiet, unassuming, makes friends easily, has a lot 
of chess in his head. Irving has a very fine collec¬ 
tion of chess books, likes end game problems (He 
delights in bringing out a particular favorite and 
have us sweat over the answer). He is a welcome 
addition to Southern California. 

Morris Gordon looked like he would sweep the 
tournament, losing only to Rivise until the ]ast 
round when he was a full point ahead of the field. The 
loss to Martin in the last round was a desperate 
struggle with both players missing their best lines 
Martin had a better line in the middle game, while 
Gordon missed a drawing chance by an odd perpetual 
check. 

Morris Gordon is former Los Angeles City Champ¬ 
ion, plays kind of hot and cold, doing badly in the 
California State preliminaries, redeeming his repu¬ 
tation in this later event. Both Morris and his 
brother Hyman are always good for laughs usually 
when the tension of a tournament is the toughest. 

Paul Quillen blew his title with a loss of heart, 
after losing to Gordon and then to Bersbach. He 
plays second board for the Santa Monica Club, when 
he is good, he is unbeatable. His heros are Andersen 
and Kieseritsky, immortals of an other day, and 
the one and only Weaver Adams. Quillen is an 
excellent rapid transit player, pulls off razzel-dazzle 
combinations by the hour when he’s in the mood. 

The rest of the players finished down the line, 
some could have been higher up but for a slight 
miss in one or an other critical position. The tourna¬ 
ment was directed by California State Champion Geo. 
E. Croy and Mr. C. E. Kodil of the L. A. Water 
& Power Chess Club. They both did a fine job. This 
marks the last event of the 1949 calendar of the Los 
Angeles County Chess League, with many events and 
programs planned for the year 1950. 

The Santa Monica club, hosts for the 1949 county 
tournament, thanks all the players and visitors for 
their interest and turnout. 


VANCOUVER CITY CHAMPIONSHIP 



By 

DAVE 

CREEMER 





Won 

Drew 

Lost 

Total 

1 . 

M. Yursevskis 

7 

0 

0 

7 

2. 

J. M. Taylor 

4 

1 

2 

4V 2 

3. 

A. Helman 

4 

0 

3 

4 

4. 

M. Pratt 

3 

1 

3 

31/2 

5. 

G. Panton 

3 

0 

4 

3 

6. 

D. Creemer 

3 

0 

4 

3 

8. 

R. Creet 

0 

0 

7 

0 


Winning the City Championship and the W. T. 
Money Trophv for 1949-50 is the second great 
success achieved by Mr. Yursevskis, Provincial Champ¬ 


ion this year. Players of Mr. Yursevskis’ strength will 
undoubtedly develop interest in the game, and our 
best players will enter tournaments where they can 
meet competitors such as Mr. Yursevskis. 

J. M. Taylor, winner of the second prize, in his 
game against Mr. Helman should be awarded a 
brilliancy prize, a pity the tournament committee did 
not provide such a prize. 

We congratulate the winners. Both are members 
of the City Chess Club. 

Here is the above mentioned game. 

Whie: J. M. TAYLOR Black: A. Helman 
ENGLISH OPENING 


1. 

P-QB4 

P-K4 (a) 

18. 

Q-B3 

Q-QR4 

2. 

QN-B3 

QN-B3 

19. 

Q-B2 

Q-N5 

3. 

N-B3 

P-B4 (b) 

20. 

P-QN3 

R-KB1 

4. 

P-Q4 

P-K5 

21. 

Q-Q2 

Q-Q3 

5. 

N-Q2 

N-B3 

22. 

P-QR4 

Q-KR3 

6. 

P-K3 

B-K2 

23. 

B-R3 

R-Kl 

7. 

B-K? 

0-0 

24. 

R-KB1 

N-Ql 

8. 

0-0 

K-Rl 

25. 

Q-KB2 

P-KN3 

9- 

P-B3 

P-Q4 (c) 

26. 

B-N2 

N-B3 

10. 

QBPxP 

KNxP 

27. 

P-Q5disch 

N-K4 

11. 

NxN 

QxN 

28. 

Q-B8ch! 

RxQ (d) 

12. 

B-B4 

Q-Ql 

29. 

BxNch 

K-Nl 

13. 

PxP 

B-N4 

30. 

P-Q6dis.ch. 

R-B2 

14. 

N-B3 

B-Qi 

31. 

RxR 

P-QN4 

15. 

NxB 

QxN 

32. 

R-N7 dbl ch K-Bl 

16. 

Px?> 

RxP 

33. 

R-N8 mate 


17. 

RxR 

QxR 





(a) ... P-K3 is a much safer defence. 

(b) ... the beginning of Black’s trouble. P-KN3 
followed by B-N2 is best. 

(c) . . . Black loses a pawn, and leaves White 
a strong centre. PxP is just as bad minus the loss 
of a pawn. 

(d) . . . QxQ could give Black fighting chances 

for a draw, with Bishops of opposite color._ 


NEWS FLASHES 


REDWOOD EMPIRE CHESS LEAGUE results: 
First round: San Rafael 2 — Vallejo 7; Santa Rosa 
4 — Petaluma 5. Second round: Vallejo 4 — Santa 
Rosa 4; Petaluma 6 Vi — San Rafael 2 Vi . . . 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA CHESS LEAGUE. 
Group B: Palo Alto 4 — Chinese C.C. 3; Oakland 
YMCA 3 Vi — Chinese C.C. 3 Vi - 

CARROLL CAPPS won the championship of the 
Mechanics’ Institute C.C. . . .SANTA MONICA 
beat Hakoah Chess Club, Los Angeles by 6Vi-lVi- 
Here is an interesting game played on Board 3. 
White: H. T. ABEL (S.M.) Black: W. Steel (H) 

COLLE OPENING. 

1. P-Q4, P-Q4; 2. N-KB3, N-KB3; 3. P-K3, P-K3; 
4. B-Q3, P-B4; 5. P-B3, N-QB3; 6. QN-Q2, P- 
B5; 7. B-B2, P-QN4; 8. O-O, B-N2; 9- P-K4, PxP; 
10. NxKP, N-Q4; 11. Q-K2, B-K2; 12. R-Kl, O-O; 
13. N4-N5, P-KR3; 14. NxKP!, PxN; 15. QxPch, 
K-Rl; 16. Q-N6, N-B3; 17. BxRP!, PxB; 18. QxPch 
K-Nl; 19. Q-N6ch, K-Rl; 20. N-N5, Q-Kl; 21. 
Q-R6ch, K-Nl; 22. B-R7ch, K-Rl; 23. B-N6d.ch, 
K-Nl; 24. BxQ, QRxB; 25. Q-N6ch, K-Rl; 26. R- 
K4, Black resigns .... SALINAS beat Santa Cruz 
8Vi-4M> • • • C. KARSON won the Hermosa Beach 
C.C. championship. . . . The COSMOPOLITAN 
CHESS CLUB meets every Wednesday at the home 
of C. E. Gray, 2180 W. Washington Blvd., L.A. . . . 
A new club was formed at GRASS VALLEY, F. T. 
Bastiani is the president . . . The simultaneous exhi¬ 
bition in SAN DIEGO ended in 28 wins for Koltan- 
owski, 1 loss to George A. Hunnex, 3 draws with 
Judge B. C. Jenkines, J. P. Scott and L. R. Bates. 
The two blindfold games were won by the simul¬ 
taneous player . . . The blindfold exhibition at the 
TELEPHONE CHESS CLUB in San Francisco was a 
great success. Koltanowski won 6 games and drew 
two with the Peninsula Chess club and the Chinese 
C.C. of San Francisco . . . We omitted E. T. DANA 
(Palo Alto) last month. He placed himself fourth 
in the San Jose Festival . . SAN JOSE bear Salinas 

5V?1V 2 
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TEAM WORK 


CHESS PLAYERS, pull together! 
Buy all your chess needs from those 
who serve chess, thus helping them 
to serve chess better. 


Order your books through 
CALIFORNIA CHESS NEWS 

FOR BEGINNERS: 

1. Green, CHESS $1.00 

2. Alexandr, CHESS 1.10 

3. Chernev, Invitation to Chess 2.10 

All excellent and easy to understand 

4. Abrahams, Teach Yourself Chess 1.10 
Excellent, but less elementary than 1-3 

5. Harley, Chess for the Fun of It 1.35 
Just what the name implies AND instruc¬ 
tive too. 

So you think you can play: 

6. Reinfeld, Chess for Amateurs 1.25 

Excellent teaching, move by move 

7. Reinfeld, Chess Mastery by Question 

and Answer 1.25 

A little more advanced but easy to follow. 

8. Znosko-Borovsky, How Not To Play 

Chess 85c 

A famous little book, full of meat and fun 
IMPROVING YOUR GAME: 

101. Reinfeld, How To Play Better 2.00 
Chess 

Of unusual excellence for every strength. 

102. Winning Chess 2.50 

The great popularity of this new book is 
fully deserved. A remarkable book for 
every player. 


103 Bonham & Wormald, Chess Ques¬ 
tions Answered —Bonham & Wormald, 
More Chess Questions Answered. 

$1.50 for both books! 

A GREAT SCOOP!! Two books of 
oustanding merit, with hundreds of 
questions and answers on all import¬ 
ant K-Pawn openings and also end¬ 
ings. Probably the best and most up- 
to-date treatment of the subject. And 
look at the price tag! 


OPENINGS, ENDINGS and IN-BETWEEN 

202. Znosko-Borovsky, How to Play Chess 

Endings 2.75 

The easiest of the good books on this 
neglected subject. 

203. Du Mont, The Basis of Combination 

in Chess 2.00 

A famous book and a systematic study, 
instructive and most enjoyable. 


204. Ganzo, The English Opening 1.00 

205. The Scotch Game and Petroff Defence 

1.00 

206. The Caro-Kann Defence 1.00 

Up-to-date treatises on these openings in 
Spanish - indispensable for postal players. 
Other openings follow soon. Excellent 

value. 

207. Rellstab, The Queens Gambit 1.25 
Most up-to-date 1949 - in German 

208. The Queens Indian Defence 1.25 

By Kahn. A famous treatise, brought com¬ 
pletely up-to-date. 1949 edition, French. 

(See also No. 103 for K-side openings) 

RECENT TOURNAMENTS: 

300. Hastings 1949 35c 

301. Southsea 1949 50c 

302. Felixstowe 1949 (selected games) 35c 
Excellent Opening Study. All annotated by 
Golombek and just off the presses. 

304. Saltjoebaden 1948 (Stahlberg) 4.50 

a magnificently produced book of this most 
important tournament since World-Champ¬ 
ionship. Swedish. A less pretentious edi¬ 
tion by Pirc is available at 2.50 in Yougo- 


slav. 

305. Oldenburg 1949 1.50 

Selected games and program notes. Collect¬ 
ors item. German. 

306. Moscow 1947 1.50 

German, but language-less although an¬ 
notated) 

307. Moscow, Moscow 1944 85c 

(annotated without use of language. Fore¬ 
word in German) 

308. World Championship 1948 85c 

A splendid selection, well annotated, 
German. 

309. Luenburg 1947 75c 

A splendid production. German. 

310. Beverwijk 1946 1.25 

Deeply annotated in Dutch 

311. Match Colle-KOLTANOWSKI 1.00 

Rare Item. 

3 >2. Barcelona 1946 2.75 

A big and beautifully produced book. 

Spanish. 

313. Buenos Aires Sextangular 1947 1.25 

Well annot. in Spanish. 

314. A.V.R.O. 1938 1.75 

Deeply annot. by Ellerman, Spanish 

315. Nottingham 1936 1.00 

Complete and annot. Spanish. 

316. USA-USSR Radio Match 1945 1.25 

A well produced and annot. record of this 
important event. Spanish. 

317. Madrid 1943 by Alekhine (Span.) 1.00 

318. Munich 1941 2.50 


Alekhine and Becker annot. Most import¬ 
ant war-time tourney on the other side. 
Alekhine second after Stoltz. 

And many others. Please inquire, stating your 
wishes. 
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BY KOLTANOWSKI: 


Practical Chess 

2.50 

Chess Chats 

1.00 

Hastings 1935-36 

1.00 


Exhaustively annot. by Kolty in Spanish 
311. Colle-KOLTANOWSKI Match 1.00 

MASTER GAMES (Others) 

400. Alekhine, My Best Games 1924-37 2.73 
Many believe, the best games ever played 
with his famous annotations. 

401. Alekhine’s Best Games 1938-43 2.50 

Just-out ! Excellent annot. by Alexander. 
Most exciting. 

402. Reinfeld, The Unknown Alekhine 3.25 
The very newest, Reinfeld collects and an¬ 
notates Alekhine’s own collections. For 
every lover of superb chess. Includes many 
losses too. A magnificent book. 

403. Alekhine, Legado 4.00 

His last work, with his last word on 
opening and deeply annotated games, play¬ 
ed in his last period. An entrancing book 
to own and to cherish. Spanish. 

404. Gran Ajedrez by Alekhine 1.75 

Collection of games just before and during 
the last war. Spanish. Over 100 games with 
Alekhine’s notes. 

408. Reinfeld, British Chess Masters 1.00 

Splendidly annotated, covering the last 100 
years down to 1947. An amazing value. 

409. Golombek, Fifty Great Games of Chess 
Since 1900 (with his famous notes) 1.25 

410. Euwe, From My Games 2.25 

Long out of print, just republished. 

411. Denker, If You Must Play Chess 1.75 
Charming, lighthearted but excellent. 

412. Tarrasch’s Best Games 3.75 

This monumental work sells here for much 
more. Tarrasch and Reinfeld at their best. 

Nos. 204 and 205 contain also representative 
master games. So do of course all tourna¬ 
ment books and most of the beginners books. 

413. Capablanca’s 100 Best Games 3.30 

Golombek s famous edition, lovingly and 
lavishly annotated. A beautiful book. 

PROBLEMS AND END GAMES: 

600. Harley, Mate in Two Moves 1.25 

A famous book, fairly easy. 


601. Cordingley, The Next Move Is 1.00 
Another excellent book, a little more de¬ 
manding. 

602. Paros, Soviet Compositions 1945-47 1.50 
New and excellent. 

Also Nos. 5, 102, 203 and, in particular, 103 


Do not hesitate to ask us for any book not 
listed. We may have it, but certainly can 
get it for you. 


Post free on all orders above $3.00 — Add 
10 cents to every order below $3.00. Orders 
must be accompanied by check or money 
order for prompt service. 


SANTA BARBARA CHESS CLUB 

Santa Barbara, Calif. (Founded 1921) 

Meets daily from 2 p. m. to 5 p. m. Evenings: Mon¬ 
day and Friday from 7 p. m. to 10 p. m. at the 
RECREATION CENTER, Santa Barbara. 
Visitors are welcome! 

President: L. A. Cooke Secretary: E. C. Babcock 
Telephone 23760 


Reserved for 
NICK RUSS 


SANTA ROSA CHESS CLUB 

Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Meets Friday evenings from 8:00 to midnight 
at the Faculty Room, Santa Rosa Junior College. 
Visitors always welcome! 

President, Sherman Walker; Secretary, Robert 
Holten. 


HOW ABOUT GETTING YOUR CLUB 
ON THIS ROSTER? Ask for Terms. 


Keep Track of Your Games 

Score Sheets 

300 with Name and Address, Post Paid for 

$2.23 

PRESS DEMOCRAT PRINTING CO. 

427 Mendocino Avenue 

Santa Rosa, Calif. 




